asked questions, it is not clear whether there was uniformity in the basic questions asked or why some points were followed up, and others not.
The life histories themselves demonstrate both common themes found in survivors' narratives, such as the value of knowing additional languages, of having close friends or family members with them in the camps, of knowing-or being able to learn-a trade, of the benefits of female family and friends, and some specific to the Hungarian experience. (Here the term "Hungarian" refers to those who spoke the language, since they might at various times have been living in Hungary, Czechoslovakia, or Romania.) The specific experiences included a shorter, but more intense, period of direct Nazi occupation, and a particularly strong awareness of being treated as, but being different from, Roma ("gypsies"). Some of the interviewees came from religiously observant households, others did not-factors which, interestingly, do not seem directly related to whether or not they moved to Israel after the war.
While Rosen's approach may not suit all readers, it does provide a useful framework and reminder of the differences between oral and written accounts (even if the former are eventually transcribed), of the importance of "reading between the lines," and in particular, of the need to be aware of both the lens the reader is using and the perspective of the narrator.
